UMBA RIVER TRIP DETAILS
Travel Information

Everyone who travels to Russia needs a visa.  The visa must be processed within three months before the start of the trip.  For expediency all passports should be in my hands by March 30, 2010.  This will ensure we all have our visas ready for processing by April 30, 2010.
I will need the following:

· Your passport

· Four Passport photos 2” by 2”

· Questionnaire form filled out and signed

· Russian Invitation (To be sent in April)

Once I receive all of the above I will go to Russian Consulate and apply for our visas.  They will attach the visa right into your passport.

The Russian Visa Application form will require you to confirm that you have medical coverage and travel insurance.  This form can be downloaded from your computer.
Please double check your passport before sending.  Passport must be valid for six months after date of planned departure.  Your visa must have your name exactly as it is written in your passport and the dates in your visa must cover your entire visit to Russia.
Travelling to Murmansk:

· JFK to St Petersburg to Murmansk.  The cost for this is $1863.00 (Finnair) Those who wishes to book their own air travel arrangements must coordinate itineraries for arrival in Murmansk.  

Here is St Petersburg – Murmansk booking contact:  www.pulkovo.dk/enindex.htm
Flights from St Petersburg will arrive in Murmansk Friday evening.  Once in Murmansk I have arranged Hotel Meridian for our group to stay.  I have this covered in the cost of the trip.  We then take a taxi back to the airport Saturday morning to meet our escort and bus to the Umba River.  The bus ride is approx. 5 hours.  Everyone MUST BE at the airport no later than 11:00 AM.

Fishing and Tackle
Fishing on the Umba River begins in late May during the spring snow runoff.  By the end of June the spring-run salmon weather turns warmer and water flows recede under normal weather conditions.  You will experience nearly 24 hours of daylight that may affect the fishing and sometimes improve overall catches.  Swinging traditional wet flies are normal however dry flies can be effective at this time.  
During this time of year Grilse to salmon ratio are about 1;1.  We also will encounter large hold over fish from the September run.  The average salmon will average 7 to 15 pound.  The preferred rods are 9’ 7 – 9 wt. single handed rods.  
Floating weight forward fly lines are used as a rule but early season water can be high.  Sink tips of varied length and fast sinking line will prepare you for high water conditions.  A 30’ floating shooting head can be a difference maker when longer casts are needed.  If you have one…take it.
The river is large and swift in places.  A good reel with a smooth drag and a lot of backing is essential.  

Salmon are not leader shy.  Leaders and leader material should be stiff as they are less abrasive and turns the fly over better on long casts.  A leader kit of 10 to 30lb break strength is advised. 
Salmon Flies Traditional  (sizes 2 to 10)
Red Butt; Billy Butt; Green Butt; Silver doctors; Green Highlander; Undertaker; Blue Charm; Silver Rat; Rusty Rat; Black Rat are the traditional wet flies that work well on the Umba.  For dry flies muddlers and bombers of assorted color is all that you need. 

Tube Flies

Tube flies are also popular.  Bring tube flies with a wing length of 1 to 1 ½ inches.  Color range:  Black; Tan; Yellow; Green; Brown
Clothes

The end of June generally is warm but one must be prepared for the unexpected.  Rain jacket; trousers; fleece sweater; shirts; clothe vest; comfortable shoes/sandals for the Umba Lodge.  Most importantly bring a good pair of breathable waders.

Accessories

Wader repair kit; pliers; folding wading staff; camera and/or video; sun glasses; Backpack; Mosquito face net; insect repellant; clippers; measuring tape; flash light
Note:  The Kola Rivers are rocky and can be difficult wading.  The Umba is no exception. Those who may fish away from a guide may want  to consider bringing an inflatable life vest.
